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I) Who we are

• ResearCH goes Wiki is a project by the Foundation Science et 
Cité

• Aim: raise the awareness for Wikipedia as a medium of science 
communication amongst researchers, in university 

• Offer: Workshops, support for researchers and institutions
• Collaboration with Wikimedia CH "Wiki goes HoCHschule” : 

workshops and editing sessions in university courses

Flurin Beuggert
Project manager
Science et Cité

Diego Hättenschwiler
Wikipedia expert and 
voluntary editor



«The mission of the Wikimedia Foundation is to empower and engage
people around the world to collect and develop educational
content under a free license or in the public domain, and to
disseminate it effectively and globally.

The Mission of the Wikimedia Foundation

Wikipedia is a free content online encyclopedia written and 
maintained by a community of volunteers, known as Wikipedians, 
through open collaboration.

Definition of Wikipedia according to Wikipedia

Image: Wikimedia Foundation, CC BY-SA 3.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0>, via 
Wikimedia Commons



II) How to use Wikimedia during the
project process for CS

• Wikidata à share
reference information
in your project

• Wikispecies
à add species
• Wikimedia 

Commons à share
media related to your
project

Image: Wikimedia Foundation, CC BY-SA 3.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0>, via Wikimedia 
Commons



Program

Part I: Basics
1. Mentimeter: “How do you use Wikipedia?”

2. Introduction: What is Wikipedia?

3. Why we think Wikipedia is important 

4. How Wikipedia works; how it is structured

Exercise 1: article structure



Program

5. Editing: the visual editor

Exercise 2: Sandbox

6. Checklists / Guidelines to know before starting

Exercise 3: New article (Checklist)

7. Scientific writing on Wikipedia

8. Final discussion



Part I: Basics



1. Mentimeter

Join at menti.com



2. What is Wikipedia
• free-content online encyclopedia
• written and maintained by volunteers
• founded in 2001 by Jimmy Wales and Larry Sanger
• hosted by the Wikimedia Foundation
• 335 language editions in different sizes
• mission: democratization of knowledge
• Lots of sister projects:



3. Why Wikipedia?

• a large-scale global project with a huge audience



= 3,310 volumes 
of the 

Encyclopædia
Britannica

4 billion words
(English 

Wikipedia only)

the seventh 
most used 

website in CH 
and worldwide

3. Why Wikipedia?

Source: Wikipedia:Statistics / WIkistats (01.09.2023)
Image: Wikimedia Foundation, CC BY-SA 3.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0>, via 
Wikimedia Commons

2 Billion 
visits per month 
(unique devices)

10’000
views per 
second 

(worldwide)



3. Why Wikipedia?

• a large-scale global project with a huge 
audience

• one of the most used sources for information 
about scientific topics in Switzerland



3. Why Wikipedia?

0 1 2 3

Websites of newspapers and magazines 

Wikipedia 

Websites of scientific/academic institutions 

Youtube or similar platforms 

Social Media 

Instant Messengers 

How often do you come into contact with science and research online?
(1 = never, 5 = very often)

Source: Wissenschaftsbarometer Schweiz 2022



3. Why Wikipedia?

• a large-scale global project with a huge 
audience

• one of the most used sources for information 
about scientific topics in Switzerland

• can be updated easily – and is updated quickly



3. Why Wikipedia?

Source: republik.ch, 20.03.2020

«We have taken the number of deaths from 
Wikipedia»



3. Why Wikipedia?

• a large-scale global project with a huge 
audience

• one of the most used sources for information 
about scientific topics in Switzerland

• can be updated easily – and is updated quickly
• surprisingly accurate à Nature and Oxford 

study)



3. Why Wikipedia?

• a large-scale global project with a huge 
audience

• one of the most used sources for information 
about scientific topics in Switzerland

• can be updated easily – and is updated quickly
• surprisingly accurate (à Nature and Oxford 

study)
• highly transparent (all editing traceable)



History of versions of the article “Citizen Science” (03-06-2024)



3. Why Wikipedia?

• a large-scale global project with a huge 
audience

• one of the most used sources for information 
about scientific topics in Switzerland

• can be updated easily – and often is updated 
quickly

• surprisingly accurate (à Nature study)
• highly transparent (all editing traceable)
• participatory approach: dialogue / feedback / 

review process



3. Why Wikipedia?

Wikipedia User statistics English Wikipedia, October 2022 – September 2023;
Source: Wikimedia Statistics (01.10.2023)



4. How does Wikipedia work?

• in general, everyone can edit even if not logged in (few 
restrictions to stop «vandalism»)

• different language versions have (slightly) different 
guidelines and possibilities

• review process is also based on volunteers, different tools 
to facilitate the review process («watchlist», «new pages 
patrol»)

• higher ranked users have more rights to solve conflicts 
and prevent (political or commercial) instrumentalisation
of Wikipedia



4. How does Wikipedia work?

Main user groups
In descending order of «power»

1. administrator (admin)
2. confirmed / extended confirmed users
3. registered user 
4. newly registered user
5. unregistered user (IP)



Look up any article relevant topic for you on 

Wikipedia and check out :

1. Check out the talk page: How does it work? What is 
discussed?

2. Focus on the ”view history” page. What information is
available there?

Exercise 1: Wikipedia Article



5 Editing: two ways of editing

1 Edit an existing article!

2 Start a new article in your Sandbox



5 Editing: The visual editor

Insert a Wiki or 
external link 

Make a citation Insert images or 
templates

special charactersInsert titles or 
paragraphs



5. Editing: The visual editor

Insert a Wiki or 
external link 

Make a citation Insert images or 
templates

special charactersInsert titles or 
paragraphs



5. Editing: Citing

Easiest way:
Insert a

ISBN/DOI 
number or 
website.

Choose the 
source type and 

fill in mask.

Reuse a 
source



Exercise: Sandbox
Open your sandbox in the English Wikipedia for a little training:

• Insert any short text (e.g. about you, your project) into the sandbox.
• Make a new section, a title, a bullet list.
• Insert Wiki links to an existing articles.
• Cite an online source or a book.
• Publish your changes.

Insert a Wiki or 
external link 

Make a 
citation

special 
characters

Insert titles or 
paragraphs

publish



6. Checklist: writing a new article

1. Is your topic already on Wikipedia?
à Use full text search.

2. Is your topic notable enough? 
à Check notability guideline (“Relevanzkriterien).

3. How should your article/section be structured? 
à Learn from similar articles. Use WikiProjects/Portals to find them

4. What language should you use? Are there specific guidelines for your discipline?
Check Manual of Style / How to write better articles



6. Checklist: adding a new section to an 
existing article

1. In which article(s) could the section fit?
à Use full text search.

2. Where should you add your section?
à Check the structure of similar articles. Use WikiProjects/Portals to find them.

3. Check the talk page of the considered articles:
à Was your topic already discussed there.

Remember:
It’s better to extend, correct existing sections than to delete them.



Exercise: New article 

1. Is your topic already on Wikipedia?
à Use full text search.

2. If you want to create a new article: Is your topic notable enough? 
à Check notability guideline (dt. “Relevanzkriterien) for your topic.

3. How should your article/section be structured? For sections to existing articles: 
Where does it fit? 
à Learn from similar articles. Use WikiProjects and Portals to find them.

insert in search bar: «WP:Wikiprojects Council/Directory» / «WP:Contents/Portals»

4. What language should you use.
à Check Manual of Style / Writing better Articles
insert: «WP:MOS» / «WP:Wba»

Choose a topic (e.g. your CS project) and go through this checklist. Try to find the relevant 
sections in the guidelines.



What you already know from academic papers
• Write from a neutral point of view.
• Be precise and clear.
• Focus only on relevant things to the topic.
• Cite your (reliable) sources.
• Be careful of plagiarism.
• Don’t make judgemental statements („It is important

that...“)

7. Tips for writing (scientific) content 
on Wikipedia



• Be concise!
• Remember: readers may not be well-versed in the topic
• Do not as little scientific language as possible.
• Don’t do “original research” – according to the motto:

«don’t analyze, evaluate, interpret, or synthesize material»
• insert blue links to link to other articles.
• If possible: use (reliable!) online sources, so other users

can check them.

7. Tips for writing (scientific) content on 
Wikipedia

What may be different from academic papers



8. Final discussion

• How do you assess the potential for Wikipedia for the
communication of science in general – and CS projects
in particular? 

• What problems do you expect when adding or editing 
content on your project on Wikipedia?

• Do you see a way of using Wikipedia or other Wikimedia 
in your project process apart from communication?



Contact us with your questions:

Flurin Beuggert: flurin.beuggert@science-et-cite.ch

Diego Hättenschwiler: diego.haettenschwiler@wikipedian.ch

Contact



«The problem with Wikipedia is that it only works in 
practice. In theory, it can never work.» 

Miikka Ryokas, quoted in the NY Times, 23.4.2007


